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RULES. The following seems to be a basic set of rules governing turn
construction, providing for the allocation of a next turn to one party, and coordinat-
ing transfer so as to minimize gap and overlap.

For any turn, at the initial transition-relevance place of an initial turn-
constructional unit:

If the turn-so-far is so constructed as to involve the use of a ‘current speaker selects
next’ technique, then the party so selected has the right and is obliged to take next
turn to speak; no others have such rights or obligations, and transfer occurs at that
place.

If the turn-so-far is so constructed as not to involve the use of a ‘current speaker
selects next’ technique, then self-selection for next speakership may, but need not,
be instituted; first starter acquires rights to a turn, and transfer occurs at that place.
If the turn-so-far is so constructed as not to involve the use of a ‘current speaker
selects next’ technique, then current speaker may, but need not continue, unless
another self-selects.

If, at the initial transition-relevance place of an initial turn-constructional unit, nei-
ther 1a nor 1b has operated, and, following the provision of 1c, current speaker has
continued, then the rule-set a-c re-applies at the next transition-relevance place, and

recursively at each next transition-relevance place, until transfer is effected.

(Sacks et al. 1974: 704)
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