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National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilitiesd National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities,
NJCLDO

Learning disabilities is a generic term that refers to a heterogonous group of disorders manifested by
significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning, or
mathematical abilities. These disorders are intrinsic to the individual, presumed to be due to central
nervous system dysfunction, and may occur across the life span. Problems in self-regulatory behaviors,
social perception, and social interaction may exist with learning disabilities, but do not by themselves
constitute a learning disability.

Although learning disabilities may occur concomitantly with other handicapping conditionsd for ex-
ample, sensory impairment, mental retardation, serious emotional disturbancel] or with extrinsic influ-
enced] such as cultural differences, inappropriate or insufficient instruction(] they are not the result of
those or conditions influences.
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"% nternational Dyslexia Association 0000000000000 0NPOO

"N 0000000000 Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is
characterized by difficulties with accurate andJor fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and de-
coding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of lan-
guage that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective class-
room instruction. Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and re-
duced reading experience that can impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge([l IDA: In-
ternational Dyslexia Association[ITTI0 0O O
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